Fall 2007


Jewish Law
Course Number:  LAW-599
Class Number:  03211

Course Description:  
The goal of this course is to introduce students to the history, sources and methodology of Jewish law and ethics. One purpose of this goal is to provide the law student with experience in comparative legal studies. A study of the sources and methods of Jewish law will afford the student a broader grasp of jurisprudence and legal theory in general, as Jewish law is marked by philosophic underpinnings that differ in many ways from those that proceed from the idea of the liberal state. Another purpose is to expose students to great Jewish legal classics – especially the Misnhah and the Talmud – as a way to have them experience the unique nature of Jewish legal thought and interpretation.

The course begins with an historical introduction to the literary and formal sources of the Jewish law and then turns to a variety topics in Jewish law and ethics. Attention will be paid to the relationship between ethics and legal theory (including Natural Law theory). Students’ interests will help shape some of the topics studied.

 Additional Information:
· Unit Value:  2 

· Grading Option:  
· Exam: 
