Spring 2009


Legal Issues in the Music Industry
Course Number: LAW-653
Class Number: 03298

Instructor: Lance Grode

Course Description:
This survey course will explore legal and business issues in the music recording, publishing and related businesses. The course will cover the bundle of rights that an artist owns and how those rights have been historically licensed or sold to entities such as recording, publishing, concert and merchandising entities. The course will highlight the major business and legal concerns that must be covered in the structure and negotiation of such deals. Techniques of negotiation will also be covered.
In addition, the course will follow the transformation of the historical brick and mortar music business into its modern incarnation and discuss the impact of those changes on legal rights and business practices. The course will also cover licensing of music rights to film and television as well as to new media.

Prior knowledge of copyright will be helpful but is not required.

Additional Information:
· Unit Value: 2 

· Grading Option: CR/D/F grading is available 

· Exam: Take-home exam 

· Graduation Writing Requirement: No 

· Graduation Skills Requirement: No 

· Participation: Required and graded 

· Prerequisites: Copyright is helpful but not required
