LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY
LAW-599
(2 Units) 
This is an interdisciplinary course in law, economics and political science, what has come to be known as the positive political theory of law. The course views law as part of an organic institutional system, where courts, legislatures, executives, administrative and executive agencies, interest groups and the people interact to make law. 

The course will begin with a survey of theories of law, including rationales for law drawn from economics, and will compare these theories of law to actual law making. We will then explore theories of law making, presenting a general approach to the study of policymaking, offering tools for analyzing the logic of how policy decisions are made and why decision makers choose the policies they do. We will explore policy implementation to see how the interaction of democratic forces changes law's purpose and outcomes. In these lessons we will discuss policy making both by representative institutions and various forms of direct democracy both within the US and abroad. This course is available for CR/D/F grading. 
