Fall 2009


Mental Health Law

Course Number: LAW-675
Class Number: 03351
Instructor: Elyn Saks
Course Description
Mental Health Law will involve studying the important issues at the intersection of law and psychology/psychiatry, both civil and criminal. On the civil side we will look at such issues as the nature of mental illness, civil commitment, right to refuse treatment, and the Americans with Disabilities Act. On the criminal side we will look at such issues as the insanity defense, competency to stand trial, and competency to be executed.

The class will be conducted as a Reading Class. Readings on these subjects will be assigned. We will meet once in person, and then several times over the course of the semester on-line. Students will have an option of taking the course as a two-credit course, which will involve writing several short “Reflections” pieces; and taking a three-day take-home exam. Or students may write a roughly 30-page paper for three credits. Grades will be separately normalized for the two options. Professor Saks will work individually with students on their papers and “Reflections.” The paper option may be used to satisfy the upper-level writing requirement or to submit as a Note for any of the journals.

Additional Information

· Unit Value: 2 or 3 

· Grading Option: 

· Exam: Take-home exam (for two-unit class) 

· Graduation Writing Requirement: Yes (for three-unit class) 

· Graduation Skills Requirement: No 

